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Supposing Him to be the Gardener
My mother was an avid gardener. Corn, squash, beans, tomatoes, raspberries, blueberries,
assorted flowers, and on and on. She maintained a large vegetable garden behind the
house where I grew up and, in later years an impressive tomato and flower garden in the
sandy soil of her house at the beach.
There was not much that did not grow when my mother put her hand to it, though I do
recall one misguided attempt to harvest syrup. We tapped maple trees in our yard. Rather
than boiling the sap over a fire outside, she did so on the kitchen stove which left a sticky
film all over the cabinets. Lesson learned though not applied as I do not remember ever
tapping trees again.
When it comes to gardening, I did not inherit my mother’s adventurousness, or her green
thumb. Any success I have experienced with plants and gardens over the years has been
due to my wife’s skill, dedication, and hard work.
My mother died a sudden death from injuries she suffered in an accident while riding her
bicycle. My interpretation of John’s account of the resurrection has been altered by the
tragedy of her death. I used to read it and think of Mary as confused, supposing Jesus to be
the gardener. Now I read it and think of my mother the gardener and I am not so sure.
Now I understand that Mary was onto something profoundly true: something deeper than
the surface meaning of the story.
“Supposing him to be the gardener...” (John 20:15).
Mary was right, not in the sense that the risen Jesus was simply the caretaker of the place
in which they had laid him, but rather that this one who died and rose again, who came
that we might have life and have it abundantly, this same Jesus was with God in the beginning, creating all that is and all that shall be; planting a garden in the east, in Eden;
breathing the breath of life into humankind.
This one who Mary supposed was the gardener will one day create a new heaven and a new
earth - not a garden but a city - through which will flow a river of the water of life, with
both banks lined with that same tree God first planted in Eden, the tree of life. The leaves
of this tree will be for the healing of the nations, for the healing all people who bear the
scars and wounds of their walk through this world.
I pray we daily meet the one Mary met, supposing him to be the gardener, the giver of life
and every good thing in it.

~Curtis Ramsey-Lucas, The Christian Citizen

JOIN US!
Come to the church on Sunday, September 25 at 2:00 p.m. We will have a wedding
shower for Julia Duncan and Dustin Hiatt. They have gift registries at Amazon.com and
Target.

First Baptist Church,
Thank you, thank you, thank you is really not enough to say for what you have done for
Dad and the Higgins family over the past 48 years. Mom and Dad were married in this
church in Jan. 1959. The whole family joined your congregation in 1974 after we moved
to Bluffton. All four of us kids got married at FBC. We made many friends over the years.
The ladies from their Sunday school class would come and help out with mom when she
got sick. They came and helped her with her exercises and brought delicious food for us
too.

You had mom’s funeral in Nov. 1998 and now we said our last goodbyes to Dad in the
most Beautiful, Perfect send off. We couldn’t have asked for anything more.
Thank you again!
Steve & Katherine, Sue & Len, Jeff & Linda, and June Rea and families!

LOOKING AHEAD!
We plan on starting Youth Bible Study and Adventure Kids the
week after Street Fair, which will be Wednesday, September 28.
Watch the Link for more details.

Teachers for Sunday, August 28
Kids’ Time
Deb Klopfenstein and
Zoll boys

LOL
Loren Wanner

Prayer List
Judy Ziegler - pray for a successful knee replacement surgery on Nov. 9
Linda Isch - pray for strength and healing
Rich Stoller - pray for him as he continues to battle cancer
Rick White - pray for Rick to be able to get off the ventilator and come home
Kentucky Floods - pray for those left homeless, grieving, and in need
Street Fair - keep our church and community safe during this celebration
Friends and Neighbors - pray we can express kindness and share Jesus

He came to His own, and His own people did not accept
Him. But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to
become children of God, to those who believe in His name.”
“

John 1:11&12

Stewardship
August 14, 2022

August 21, 2022

Giving Toward:

Giving Toward:

Current Expenses

$3,916.27

Current Expenses

10,585.00

Building Maintenance

$50.00

Building Maintenance

$365.00

Missions

$10.00

Missions

$220.00

Memorial

$75.00

Memorial

$100.00

Total

$4,051.27

Total

$11,270.00

Sunday
Adult Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service 10:15 a.m.
Kids’ Time 10:10 a.m.
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