
 

 

Reaching Toward the Sky 
 
School is back in session for many students and will soon be for the rest. Debbie and I have 
lived most of our lives around those rhythms of the school calendar. A new school year is 
associated with such things as cooler weather, the Bluffton Street Fair, and changing 
leaves. Churches often ramp up autumn programs as people get back to a more normal 
routine - if such a thing really exists.  
 
Several years ago while driving through central Utah, I noticed something strange about  
aspen trees. Aspens seldom grow branches on their lower trunks when scattered here and 
there among evergreens. Scientific causes for this phenomenon can be more adequately 
explained by others. But these beautiful white trees illustrate some significant life lessons.  
 
Someone wisely said that “a father carries pictures where his money used to be.” Positive 
growth and change is a matter of priorities. What if that aspen tree had stubbornly kept  
trying to grow branches under the dark canopy of those evergreens? Such branches would 
have been useless for life giving processes necessary in the tree’s survival. Would you give 
up your job to save your marriage? Would you downsize your house to connect with your 
kids or grandkids? Would you give up that favorite TV show in order to help a neighbor? It’s 
all about priorities. 
 
In the final analysis our change and growth is for the benefit of others. Over time aspens 
passed on a legacy of rising above the surrounding trees to spread their branches toward 
the sky. Are we imparting our faith to the next generation? When we do the tough work of 
change and growth day after day it ultimately brings others higher - especially younger 
people. When our trolley ride in this life is over, we will leave this world better than we 
found it. Isn’t that how we all want the story to end? 
 
Love in Jesus, 
 
Les 
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Giving Toward: 

Current Expenses $3,305.00 

Building Maintenance $330.00 

Missions $415.00 

McFarren Scholarship $100.00 

Total $4,150.00 

Stewardship  

 Teachers for Sunday August 14 
 

     Kids’ Time                                 LOL 
 

Angie Bynum and               Traci Heller 
   Jessica Bynum 

PARKING  
 

Each year we rent our parking spaces for Street 
Fair. The spaces are $20 for our FBC family and 
are available to purchase. Envelopes to reserve 
your space are available in the foyer. Remaining 
spaces will be available to the public beginning 
Monday, August 22 for $25.   

To Our Church Family, 
Thank you for the prayers and cards that got me through my treatments. 
Your encouragement was felt and appreciated. ~ Shirley Rosinski 

A Finance Meeting is scheduled for 
Wednesday, August 17 at 5 p.m. 



 

 
Thinking Up Some Fun! 

 
The Christian Education Board is exploring new ideas 
for gatherings. It seems like the pool party often rains 
out. What ideas do you have for gatherings for any 
time of year? If you have some ideas, please let the 
church office know. They will be given to the Board for 
future planning. Thanks for your help! 

Century Mistake 

A 106-year-old Norwegian woman received an offer from local authorities for free bus rides 
to the school where she was supposed to attend the next autumn. Ingeborg Thuen, born in 
1897 when the Klondyke gold rush was going strong, actually started school just before she 
turned six in 1903. Computers in the Os township near Bergen, Norway, read the '97 of her 
birth year as 1997, meaning she would be starting the first grade the next autumn. 

She welcomed the free ride, saying that the last time she started school, she had to walk for 
an hour every morning. The letter from the township also encouraged Ingeborg's parents to 
list the children she would like to have in her class. 

'Since I can already read, maybe I should skip a couple grades,' she joked to us. 

 

 
We remember our friend, Ed Higgins, who passed away 
Tuesday, August 2. His celebration of life service will 
take place 10:30 a.m. on Wednesday at First Baptist. 
There will be one hour of visitation prior to the service.  
Please keep his family and friends in your prayers. 

Dear Lord God Almighty, 

We ask that you give our students peace and courage as they 

begin a new year of classes. Surround them with supportive 

and encouraging friends. Help them to make wise choices. 

Bless their hard work over the school year and surprise them 

with unexpected moments of joy. 

 

Protect them from intruders, bullies, or violence of any kind. 

 

Raise up this next generation of leaders and may they reflect 

Your love to those around them. 

 

In Jesus Name we pray. 
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Sunday 
Adult Sunday School 9:00 a.m.  

Worship Service 10:15 a.m.  

Kids’ Time 10:10 a.m. 


