Hello Bluffton FBC Family,

As I sat down to write the article for “The Link,” I was drawn to the words of Paul in 1
Corinthians 12:12-14.

12 Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one
body, so it is with Christ. !* For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form
one body—whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free—and we were all given the
one Spirit to drink. '* Even so the body is not made up of one part but of many.

Unity is a wonderful gift that God has given us as believers. Unity in all our different
roles, talents, and abilities which are joined together with Christ as the head. The skills and
talents that God has blessed me with have helped me function in the various roles that I
have found myself involved in as a youth till today and undoubtedly it will continue into the
future. As a youth, I remember helping run the sound board and collect the offering. As a
young adult, I would write scripts or act in various skits for the church. As an adult, I have
worked as a youth director, associate pastor, and lead pastor. During each of those phases in
my life, I felt a lot of joy being an active part of the Church. It was and is a rewarding
experience.

However, I was not always involved in the church. I hate to admit it, but there were
seasons of my life where my involvement in the church was completely absent. At the time, I
would constantly assure myself that everything was fine and that someone else would do
what I knew I could. I would ignore the urging of the Spirit and I became numb to the lack of
fellowship and involvement I had in the Church. In those seasons the strength of my faith
waned as well. In the moment I did not recognize it, but in hindsight it was clearly visible.

In Genesis 2:18 God says, "It is not good for the man to be alone.” In this context He
is speaking about man and woman, but I believe that this is just as true for a Christian as
well. It is not good for us to be alone. Being a part of the church, being an active member of
the body not only helps us grow as Christians, but helps the church grow as well. The more
active a body is, the more fit it can become, and the greater tasks it can tackle. My challenge
to anyone who feels the Spirit’s urge in their life to become more active in the church. Heed
that call and urging of the Holy Spirit. Your church may very well have a place where you fit
perfectly.

God Bless,
Pastor Peter N. Fairchild

P.S. - In the spirit of togetherness, this week we are starting a new prayer chain app that
contacts members in whatever methods they prefer (text, call, or email) with prayer
requests and church messages. There will be an insert in the bulletin for everyone to choose
in which ways they would like to be contacted. If you will not be in attendance, please let the
office know your preferences.
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REMINDER

The deadline to apply for the Harry A. McFarren Scholarship is July 13th.
Please remember to pick up the application in the church office.

\

What was the name of the forbidden tree?

(Answer at the top of the next page)

Sponsored by the Board of Christian Education

Date: July 26th, 2025 Location: Fort Wayne Children's Zoo
Time: In the morning (Time TBD)

Admission is covered!

*Any extra activities or purchases inside the zoo will be at your own
expense*

SIGN UP
Please put your name on
the sign up sheet located on
the foyer bulletin board!

Stewardshi
June 22, 202

Teachers for Sunday

General Budget $1,935.00 Sunday, June 29, 2025
Building Maintenance $45.00 Kids’ Time
Missions $50.00 Ruth Ann Monroe &

Total $2,030.00 Chris McFarren
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First Baptist Church
202 W. Cherry Street
Bluffton, Indiana 46714

Sunday
Adult Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service 10:15 a.m.
Kids’Time 10:10 a.m.
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