First Baptist Church Newsletter

December 15, 2021

the

LINK
Pray for the Hurting

Deadly storms producing multiple tornadoes tore across six different states this past Friday
night through early Saturday morning. Kentucky was the worst-hit state as long-track tornadoes struck the highly populated areas of Mayfield and Bowling Green, along with many
rural areas.
Kentucky Governor Andy Beshear has said more than 100 Kentuckians likely died in
connection with the tornadoes, primarily in Western Kentucky. Thousands of groups across
the country have been working to raise funds and collect donations to help displaced or
grieving people in Mayfield, Bowling Green, and beyond.
On Monday morning I sent an email to Bruce Cochran, our American Baptist regional
minister, to find out what the Indiana-Kentucky region is doing to help alleviate this
devastation and minister to the hurting. Our normal deacon meeting is scheduled this
week. Our FBC strategy to help at this hard time will be a major item on the agenda.
We will give the church family an update on our recommended response this Sunday. For
now, please keep our neighbors in your prayers. For those driven to donate immediately,
consider this reliable longstanding group.

To donate by mail:
The Salvation Army - Disaster Relief
PO BOX 1959
Atlanta, GA 30301
Please write this on your check: “KY Tornado Relief”
To donate by phone:
1-800-SAL-ARMY: Designate to “KY Tornado Relief”
(1-800-725-2769)
To donate online: www.HelpSalvationArmy.org
Together with you,
Les

Jesus said, “I am the light of the world.
Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but
will have the light of life.” John 8:12

FBC Display at the State Park
Visit the Ouabache State Park Wonderland of Lights
and be sure to notice the display contributed by some
FBC hard-working folks. The Wonderland of Lights is
open nightly through December 31 from 6-9 p.m. The
cost is $5 per vehicle, cash or check only.

Blessing Box Update
This past Sunday, Brian Fuller gave us an update on the Blessing Box located
outside of our church. There is a lot of activity with it and people seem to be
taking things that they can use. With cold weather upon us, please focus on
bringing boxed food and items that hold up better with cold temperatures.
Please limit canned foods to things that will move out quickly. For example, lima
beans would not be a good choice ☺.

Scholarship Opportunity
The American Baptist Women’s Ministries of Indiana is offering $500 scholarships to help
with college. The applicants to receive the scholarships are chosen based on faith–based
dedication, financial need, and scholastic ability. Applications for the 2022 school year are
available in the church office. The deadline for submission is February 15, 2022.

Teachers for Sunday, December 19
Kids’ Time
Joyce Evans and
Sydney Collins

LOL
Darcy Isch

Christmas Songs
We have had fun on Sunday mornings discussing various Christmas songs. The sermons
have been about songs prior to, during, and after the birth of Jesus. We started with
Mary’s song that affirmed God as Savior, as Provider, and as Faithful. Next we looked at
Zachariah’s song which highlighted God’s redemption and our need for preparation. Last
Sunday we examined the song of angels and discovered the “when” of joy is now, the
“where” of joy is in unexpected places, and the “who” of joy is Jesus. This Sunday we will
look at Simeon’s song as recorded in Luke 2:28-35. Join the celebration!

Candlelight Service
Join us on Friday, Dec. 24 at 7:00 p.m. for our
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service. This time of
worship is a rich and powerful Christmas tradition.
We will conclude the evening by singing with lit
candles. Feel free to dress casual or dress up,
however you prefer.

2022 Giving envelopes will be available to pick up this Sunday at the back
of The Gathering Place. We appreciate the generosity of our church family.
The Finance Committee

Stewardship
Thank you to those who have remembered the church with your tithes and offerings. Our
offering plates are on the table in the foyer on Sunday mornings or you can mail your
gifts to Jesus in support of our church to 202 W. Cherry Street.
Dec. 5, 2021

Dec. 12, 2021

Giving Toward:

Giving Toward:

Current Expenses

$2,575.00

Current Expenses

$2,395.00

Missions

$175.00

Missions

$350.00

Building Maintenance

$185.00

Deacons

$25.00

Building Maintenance
Flowers

Total

$2,935.00

Total

$305.00
$6.00

$3081.00

Sunday
Adult Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service 10:15 a.m.
Kids’ Time 10:10 a.m.
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