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What Ever Happened to So and So?

People we know and love sometimes drift away from God. Not very many wake up one morning and
decide to do evil. Instead these dear friends fall into apathy and sin because they have not
prepared their hearts to seek the Lord.
Rehoboam, the king of Israel, was the grandson of David. In the beginning of his reign, his heart
was sensitive toward the Lord. However, his seeking the Creator only lasted for three of the 17
years of his reign. This sounds very familiar.
Many people genuinely loved the Lord at one time and were excited about the things of God. But
gradually they grew cold and, in many cases, completely abandoned the Lord. How is this possible?
Rehoboam failed to prepare his heart. Scripture gives a blunt summary of his life: “And he did evil,
because he did not prepare his heart to seek the LORD” (2 Chronicles 12:14).
The word prepare means “to establish, fix, get ready, or apply.” It conveys the idea of deliberate
effort over a prolonged period of time. Advent is a helpful short season to fix our hearts on Jesus.
However, our entire walk on this earth is a long quest of obedience. Many writers have suggested
that the Christian life is not a sprint but a marathon race. Champion marathon runners determine in
advance to push through rain, heat, blisters, sweat, boredom, petty comments, and many tears. At
his core David was a spiritual champion. In a very dark, vulnerable, and lonely time he wrote, “My
heart is fixed, O God, my heart is fixed: I will sing and give praise” (Psalm 57:7).
Of course, no one can prepare their heart on their own. This is not a matter of sheer will power.
God must be involved in preparing our hearts. Jesus made our dependence on Him crystal clear.
“…If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do
nothing” (John 15:5).
In our own strength we sin, we fail, and we fall down. But I’m so glad we serve a good and faithful
God. Jesus provides all the forgiveness we will ever need. We must confess and turn away from our
spiritual lethargy, then thank the LORD for His forgiveness. Together, we will press on to the finish
line in our race of faith.
With you,
Les

Candles and Encountering Jesus
We began our Advent season this past Sunday by lighting the HOPE candle.
This Sunday, Larry and Marty will light the PREPARE candle. In keeping with
Les’ other article in this newsletter, we must prepare our hearts with God’s
help. This season will culminate at our Christmas Eve candlelight service at
7:00 p.m. Don’t miss out. Come and enjoy worshipping Jesus.

We like to remember our college students. Please sign up
our students on the sheet in the foyer along with their
addresses and phone numbers. If you would like to
contribute toward a financial gift for the students as they
finish their semesters, please give it to Howard or Jan
Jones. They will make sure the students receive the gifts
from their FBC family.

WEDDING CARD SHOWER
Congratulations to Mr. and Mrs. Brian and Nancy Fuller on their recent
marriage! There will be a basket on the foyer table for wedding cards for
them. No gifts please. If you wish, you may contribute something to the
Blessing Box in their honor.

PHOTO TREE
Check out the Christmas tree in The Gathering Place and see if you can recognize the people in the photos. You can still bring your photo to add to the tree.
Place an old photo of you or your family in the basket by the tree. It will be
copied and Helen Steffen will return it to you.

Goody Bags
Each holiday season, we collect bags of goodies for our homebound members. We have eight bags in The Gathering Place.
You may bring small items our friends would enjoy. The deadline
is Dec. 14. Then the Deacons and Pastor Les will distribute them.

Teachers for Sunday, December 5
Kids’ Time
Joyce Evans and
Sydney Collins

LOL
Remain in service

“He will be a joy and delight to you, and many will
rejoice because of his birth.” Luke 1:14

Wednesday Opportunities for Kids
Time: 6:00 p.m. to 7:15 p.m.
December 1, 8, and 15
Adventure Kids
for grades K-5. Meet in the CE wing on the first floor.

Youth Bible Study—for grades 6-12. Meet in the CE wing on the
second floor.

Christian Care
Gloria Reeves—Room 214A

River Terrace
Eulis West—Room 114
Karen West—Room 220
Doris Wolf—Room 102

Home
Rose McCormick
Ed Higgins
Bonnie Riddle
Heritage Pointe - Warren
Barb Charles—Room 115

Homebound Friends

Auburn Village
Rick White

Stewardship
Thank you to those who have remembered the church with your tithes and offerings. Our
offering plates are on the table in the foyer on Sunday mornings or you can mail your
gifts to Jesus in support of our church to 202 W. Cherry Street.
Nov. 21, 2021
Nov. 28, 2021
Giving Toward:
Current Expenses
Flowers

Giving Toward:
$3,345.00
$90.00

Current Expenses
Flowers

$1,700.00
$6.00

Missions

$320.00

Missions

Building Maintenance

$365.00

Building Maintenance

$65.00

Deacons

$25.00

Total

$4,120.00

Total

$100.00

$1,896.00

Sunday
Adult Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service 10:15 a.m.
Kids’ Time 10:10 a.m.
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