First Baptist Church Newsletter

November 17, 2021

the

LINK

Why Eat Together?
Why does our church family get together and eat? Historically food has been the cornerstone and epicenter of the family. Those delightful aromas and flavors bring more than
just relief to hungry stomachs.
When people share a meal there is often laughter, stories, generational connections,
expressions of culture, and sharing of life experiences. Scripture reveals that a shared
table is a huge blessing. Actually the words “table” and “blessing” are often used together
in the Old Testament to show the importance and benefits of eating together.
Then in the New Testament the gospels record how Jesus constantly broke bread and
enjoyed eating with people. Now God is present at the meal! He converses, laughs, cries,
and invites us to celebrate and remember His life, teachings, and miracles.
The Creator understands the joyful festivity that food, family, and community offer. One
writer was spot-on in describing what happens at a shared meal.
Something holy happens around a table that will never happen in a
sanctuary. In a church auditorium, you see the backs of heads. Around
the table you see the expressions on faces. In the auditorium, one
person speaks; around the table, everyone has a voice. Church services
are on the clock. Around the table there is time to talk.
Yes, the fried chicken and pie were delicious. But something much deeper and eternal
happened this past Sunday. Jesus was seated with us in our midst, listening and laughing.
Our table was indeed truly blessed.
Love in Christ,
Les

Love and Prayers for the Grieving
The First Baptist Church family would like to offer heartfelt condolences to
everyone touched by the passing of the following individuals. Please ask Jesus
to comfort our friends and neighbors during this difficult time of loss. Pray that
they feel the power of God’s love and presence in their lives. We trust the Holy
Spirit to impart deep peace to those grieving the passing of these significant
and greatly loved persons.
James Klopfenstein—son of Jim and Deb Klopfenstein, brother of Holly Zoll
Richard Conley—brother of Marty Tschannen
Joyce Braner—mother of Reta Crispen

Special Guest
This Sunday Michele Bowling will tell us about her personal journey
the past couple of years. She will also share a special song and lead
worship.

Teachers for Sunday, November 21
Kids’ Time

LOL

Ruth Ann and
Chris McFarren

Remain in the service

Stewardship
Thank you to those who have remembered the church with your tithes and offerings. Our
offering plates are on the table in the foyer on Sunday mornings or you can mail your
gifts to Jesus in support of our church to 202 W. Cherry Street.
Nov. 7, 2021

Nov. 14, 2021

Giving Toward:

Giving Toward:

Current Expenses
Flowers

$2,070.00
$42.00

Current Expenses

$1,930.01

Flowers

$42.00

Missions

$305.00

Missions

$25.00

Building Maintenance

$165.00

Building Maintenance

$20.00

Deacons

$25.00

Total

$2,582.00

Total

$2,042.01

THIS SUNDAY! Right after the worship service this
Sunday, November 21, we will decorate the
church for Christmas. Please stay and help put up
decorations. A pizza lunch will be provided.

FBC will set up it’s display at the
state park this Saturday, November
20. If you can help, meet at the
Wanner’s storage shed at 2 p.m. Call
Helen if you have questions.

Goody Bags
Each holiday season, we collect bags of goodies for our
homebound members. We have eight bags in The
Gathering Place. You may bring small items that you
think our friends would enjoy such as magazines,
snacks, tissues, lotions, and games.

You may purchase a poinsettia in honor or in memory of someone. The flowers will be used to decorate the sanctuary and you
may take them home after the Christmas Eve Service. The cost is
$6 and the deadline is November 28. There are order forms
available on the foyer table. You may turn in your completed
form, along with payment, to the church office or place it in the
offering plate. Make checks payable to First Baptist.

Sunday
Adult Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service 10:15 a.m.
Kids’ Time 10:10 a.m.
fbcbluffton.com
First Baptist Church
202 W. Cherry Street
260-824-1558

firstbaptist@adamswells.com
First Baptist Church-Bluffton Indiana
Pastor: Les Cantrell

Cell phone: 260-273-9073

