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Annual Meeting News
Over sixty people gathered for our annual meeting this past Sunday. The
Trustees reported that Michiana Lift Equipment, Inc. has agreed to come and
assess our current elevator. They reported they would give us two bids: 1) a
new elevator like the one we currently have, and 2) an upgrade of the doors
and closing mechanisms. However, to date the lift company has not arrived
for the assessment. The Administrative Board reported that the pastor,
secretary, custodian, pianist, and organist were given 3% raises for 2022.
Most of the budget remained unchanged, and was approved for 2022 as
written. The slate of officers for 2022 was also approved.
Ted Ellis did a fine job leading the meeting. Ted requested that his name not
be placed on the ballot for 2022 as moderator. He reported that he has
served in the role for the past 42 years and felt that was about long enough.
Calls to affirm and thank Ted for his faithful service brought thunderous
applause and a few tears. Thank you, Ted. We love you!

The first Sunday of Advent is November 28. So, on Sunday, November 21, after the
worship service, we will decorate the church for Christmas. Please stay and help put up
decorations. A pizza lunch will be provided.
As a part of our decorations, Helen would like to decorate a
tree with photos of our church family. It would be fun to
have older photos and we can guess who is pictured. Put
your photo in the basket on the foyer table. It will be copied
and returned to you.

FBC will set up it’s display at the state park on Saturday,
November 20. Please talk with Helen if you are able to help.

You may purchase a poinsettia in honor or in memory of someone. The flowers will be used to decorate the sanctuary and you
may take them home after the Christmas Eve Service. The cost is
$6 and the deadline is November 28. There are order forms
available on the foyer table. You may turn in your completed
form, along with payment, to the church office or place it in the
offering plate. Make checks payable to First Baptist.

Our Thanksgiving Dinner is this Sunday, after the worship service. All
the food and table service is provided. Remember to attend if you
signed up!

Teachers for Sunday, November 14
Kids’ Time
Angie Bynum and
Jessica Bynum

LOL
Traci Heller

Letting Your Leaves Fall
Little yellow leaves from the front yard tree dance across the porch and driveway. As their
bright green color fades, it seems they fall almost as quickly as they change. I love
summer affectionately and part of me longs to whisper to the tree “Hold on a little longer.
Come on; you got this. Think green!” But graciously the tree listens to its Maker rather
than my foolish whispers. In order to flourish in the new season, the tree must let go of its
decayed leaves. They have performed well for the term, but their time has drawn to a
close.
Autumn is a wonderful time to observe nature. As I watch the swirling leaves stirred by the
wind, I am reminded that they display an important lesson for all of us to follow suit in a
way. Just as the trees don’t stubbornly hold on to their dead leaves, so we shouldn’t hold
on to any unnecessary weight in our lives. When we long to enter a new season, the old
can easily inhibit the new if we allow it. God’s Word reminds us to:
“Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of
malice. Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ
God forgave you” (Eph. 4:31-32).
To get rid of negativity in our lives, we must first identify it. How can we do this?
» By reading God’s Word.
» By allowing His Spirit to show us the necessary heart changes we need.
» By being willing to shun practices such as bitterness and anger.
» By asking God to help us let go of the guilt from the past.
Oh how the Lord longs to empower and strengthen us for the new season ahead! If we’re
not sure of the issues detaining a kind and compassionate spirit, He will show us when we
ask. And if guilt from the past is preventing this beautiful new season, we have His
promises like this one to remember:
“Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See, I am doing a new thing! Now it
springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the wilderness and streams in
the wasteland” (Isa. 43:18-19).
What are you holding on to that is preventing a freshness to the season ahead? Could it be
that the decayed leaves are piling up and your heart needs to discard them for good? If so,
why not reach out to the Lord in prayer? He longs to hear from you. Ask Him to shine light
on any thoughts, circumstances, habits or other “decayed leaves” you might be clinging to.
As you watch the leaves fall this season, my prayer is that you are reminded to let go of
anything that would hinder a fresh relationship with God.
By Rachel Wojo - September 17, 2021 (dayspring.com)
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