January 12, 2021

First Baptist Church Newsletter

the

LINK

Healthy Lament
To lament is to express deep loss, sorrow, or regret.
In 2020, the coronavirus pandemic struck America during the middle of Lent, a season
associated with deprivation. Some people made light of the shutdowns, joking, “I didn’t
mean to give up this much for Lent!” Others asked why the suffering was occurring in the
first place.
Professor N.T. Wright, in an essay for Time, explains that asking “why?” but receiving no
answer is key to biblical lamenting. Adding to the mystery, he says, is that God also
laments — grieving at the wickedness of humans, despairing over Israel’s unfaithfulness.
Jesus cries at a friend’s tomb; the Holy Spirit groans in anguish.
As I mentioned in my message a couple of weeks ago, Habakkuk was not afraid to ask
tough questions and lament. Even when he did not understand, he chose to trust God.
“I heard and my heart pounded, my lips quivered at the sound; decay crept into my
bones, and my legs trembled. Yet I will wait patiently for the day of calamity to come on
the nation invading us. Though the fig tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the
vines, though the olive crop fails and the fields produce no food, though there are no
sheep in the pen and no cattle in the stalls, yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will be joyful
in God my Savior.” Habakkuk 3:16-18
With you,
Les

This Sunday!
Movie Matinee
Adults and youth of all ages will enjoy this funny animated adventure movie.
Set in a beautiful seaside town on the Italian Riviera, Disney and Pixar’s
original feature film “Luca” is story about a young boy and his friends experiencing an unforgettable summer filled with gelato, pasta, and endless scooter
rides.
When: Sunday, January 16 at 3:00 p.m.
Where: The Joy Room - first floor of education wing
Who: FBC family and friends
Movie Length: One hour and 35 minutes

Check It Out
The Joy Room on the first floor of the education wing is moving toward completion.
There is a state of the art television connected directly to the internet, a nice sound
bar, a Blu-ray player, two couches, and several bean bag chairs. The Becomers Class
has graciously allowed the church family to temporarily use chairs they purchased. We
will soon secure a nice plaque in memory of Roberta Werking, whose estate funded this
entire renovation. The Joy Room will be unlocked this Sunday morning, so head back
there and take a look. And don't miss the first movie matinee.

Teachers Sunday January 16
Kids’ Time

LOL

Joyce Evans and
Sydney Collins

Darcy Isch

“Is prayer your steering wheel or your spare tire?”
—Corrie ten Boom

Remember in Prayer
•

Howard Jones - healing and strength in radiation treatments

•

Linda Isch - healing from pain across her body

•

Marty Tschannen - healing from knee pain

•

Chris McFarren - healing from shoulder pain

•

Abby Cantrell (Les’ niece) - healing from cervical cancer

•

Students and teachers as they begin a new semester of school.

•

Strength for medical personnel and an end to the covid pandemic.

The Church Staff would like to thank you for the gift
checks we received on Christmas Eve. We appreciate you
and enjoy serving our Lord with you!

Stewardship
Thank you to those who have remembered the church with your tithes and offerings. Our
offering plates are on the table in the foyer on Sunday mornings or you can mail your
gifts to Jesus in support of our church to 202 W. Cherry Street.
Jan. 9, 2022
Giving Toward:
Current Expenses

$7,128.00

Building Maintenance

$40.00

Missions

$75.00

Total

$7,243.00

Sunday
Adult Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service 10:15 a.m.
Kids’ Time 10:10 a.m.
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